October 25, 2007

Doug Aden, Cary Kennedy, Bob Tointon

Co-chairs

Colorado Transportation Finance and Implementation Panel

Transmitted via email to: transportation.panel@state.co.us; Carla.perez@state.co.us; peter@civicresults.org;  john@civicresults.org
Dear Co-chairs Aden, Kennedy, Tointon, and panel members:

We applaud the efforts of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Transportation Finance and Implementation and the Advisory Committee. We know that the committee has had several presentations on the transportation-land use connection, and the ways in which land use decisions can contribute to increased transportation costs.  

More compact development patterns, particularly in urban areas, improve transportation performance by encouraging development in urban centers, facilitating development and use of transit, allowing bicycle/pedestrian trips, and shortening trip lengths for automobiles. Housing that is located near current or future jobs and that meets the full range of a community’s needs helps reduce the need to drive. Encouraging compact development patterns, and a range of housing types, can save local governments and state taxpayers billions of dollars in additional infrastructure costs.

In the era of limited funds, we believe that if the taxpayers are asked to pay more for their transportation system, we must make a concerted effort to use that system as efficiently as possible.  Colorado can maximize taxpayers’ transportation dollars by encouraging development patterns that reduce vehicle miles traveled.  This results in the added benefit of decreasing fuel consumption, greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution.  

We urge the Transportation Panel to embrace responsible growth ideals and acknowledge the important connection between land use and the cost of transportation.  In particular we ask you to include in your recommendations recognition of the importance of the following planning principles as being integral to a sustainable transportation funding program:  

 

1.) Compact commercial and residential development patterns that encourage multi-modal trips, and reduce vehicle miles traveled.  

2.) Livable communities with development and redevelopment projects that support walking, bicycling and transit, providing more mode choices than the automobile, influencing behavior change.
3.) A variety of housing types and price ranges including housing that is appropriate and accessible to the local workforce and that reflect the demographic and economic diversity of the area.
We look forward to hearing the results of your hard work. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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