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GREEN-BUILDING AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY RESOURCES GUIDE *
* Compiled for the 2008 Housing Colorado Affordable Housing Tour Featuring Central Park Apartments at Stapleton (Not intended to be a comprehensive list of resources).

FUNDING SUPPORT
Enterprise’s Green Communities

The first national green building program developed specifically for affordable housing, Enterprise’s Green Communities Initiative is designed to provide healthier living environments for residents and lower life cycle costs for owners of affordable housing.  The Green Communities Criteria were developed in consultation with some of the nation’s leading environmental, public health, green building and community development experts.  They are aligned with the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED for Homes rating system, and are designed to push the green envelope as far as possible without compromising affordability.   

Enterprise offers training, technical assistance and financial support to affordable developers interested in going green.  See the Green Communities website (www.greencommunitiesonline.org), or contact Lisa Goldberg (303.376.5408) in Enterprise’s Denver office for more information.  

Governor’s Energy Office
The Governor's Energy Office is committed to providing all communities with the tools and services needed to advance Colorado's New Energy Economy. GEO and its partners provide a variety of income based programs including utility bill assistance, free energy efficiency upgrades, and information about energy efficiency and financial incentives for homes. Read GEO's annual report on State Funded Energy Efficiency Services For Colorado’s Low-Income Households.
Energy Outreach Colorado 

(EOC) funds projects that improve energy efficiency in affordable housing, which helps to lower energy bills, lessen dependence on cash assistance for energy bills, and create more sustainable lifestyles for our constituents. 

The Energy Solutions Grants are designed for energy efficiency improvements on projects planned for the 2008-2009 grant year.

 
1. Energy Solutions Grants 
EOC provides grants for energy efficiency investments. EOC will fund energy efficiency measures in new construction and existing housing that do not qualify for weatherization through the state program - Energy $aving Partners.
2. Energy Solutions Grants - Photovoltaic/Solar Hot Water Installation
EOC provides grants for photovoltaic (pv) or solar hot water installations on projects where all energy efficiency measures in single- and multi-family housing projects targeting limited income households have been previously installed.

 

All application details can be found on EOC’s website:  http://www.energyoutreach.org/join-esg.asp
Energy Assistance Grants - Energy Outreach - July 31
Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC) is seeking applications for the Home Energy Assistance Grant program for the period November 1, 2008 though October 31, 2009.  This program provides emergency assistance agencies with energy assistance funding to help limited income individuals and families pay their home energy bills.
If you have not applied for a home energy assistance grant from EOC before you will need a user ID and password to access the application on our online data base.  Please contact me, Jennie Miller at 303-226-5054 or at jmiller@energyoutreach.org for this information.  

Guidelines:http://www.energyoutreach.org/downloads/2008GrantGuidelines.pdf
If you have any questions, please call or e-mail me at 303-825-8750 ext. 222 or jmiller@energyoutreach.org.
Rural Community Assistance Corp 

Green Points Lending 

Looking for financing for your green community development project? In partnership with Wells Fargo Bank, RCAC is a now a CDFI green lender. We can step you through the process of greening your project to ensure your project meets the criteria to qualify your green housing, infrastructure or community facility project for a loan. http://www.rcac.org/doc.aspx?212 
OTHER COLORADO FUNDING WITH GREEN-BUILDING CRITERIA/INCENTIVES
Colorado Division of Housing, Department of Local Affairs
www.dola.state.co.us

Contains information about financing programs for low- and moderate-income housing development, downloadable loan application and publications. 

Colorado Housing and Finance Authority
www.colohfa.org

Contains requirements, eligibility and compliance guidelines; fee schedule; loan terms; application process overview; contact numbers and informational packets for financing programs for the acquisition, rehabilitation and new construction of rental housing, including tax-exempt and taxable bond loans and Low Income Housing Tax Credit. Provides information about Business and Industry Loan Program offered to businesses in small communities, with loans used to finance real estate, equipment and machinery; Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund; CHFA Direct Loan Program for small businesses seeking financing for real estate and/or manufacturing equipment; Quality Investment Capital (QIC) Program for small businesses, which provides long-term financing 
for real estate, working capital and equipment; RENEW Colorado, which provides financing to businesses for waste diversion or recycling activities in their operations; and Rural Development Loan Program direct real estate loans.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
www.cdphe.state.co.us

Provides information, guidelines, contacts, application for Brownfields revolving loan fund.

COLORADO INCENTIVES FOR RENEWABLES AND EFFICIENCY
DSIRE 
DSIRE is a comprehensive source of information on state, local, utility, and federal incentives that promote renewable energy and energy efficiency. (Residential and Commercial)
http://www.dsireusa.org/library/includes/map2.cfm?CurrentPageID=1&State=CO&RE=1&EE=1
Colorado Financial Incentives for Renewable Energy

Colorado Renewable Energy Grant Programs
Colorado Renewable Energy Loan Programs
Colorado Renewable Energy Property Tax Incentives
Colorado Renewable Energy Rebate Programs
Colorado Renewable Energy Sales Tax Incentives
Colorado Industry Recruitment and Support Programs for Renewable Energy
Colorado Financial Incentives for Energy Efficiency

Colorado Energy Efficiency Grant Programs
Colorado Energy Efficiency Loan Programs
Colorado Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs
COLORADO GREEN-BUILDING LEGISLATION 
Green Building Legislation: State
Governor’s Office of Energy Management and Conservation http://www.colorado.gov/oemc/ Contact Linda Smith, Linda.smith2@state.co.us, 303-866-2264

Building Colorado Coalition
http://www.buildingcolorado.org/ Contact Melanie Smith, 303-325-6188
Green Building Legislation: Rebates
Utility Incentives for Energy Efficiency Improvements + Renewable Energy http://www.colorado.gov/rebuildco/utility.htm 

DSIRE (Database of State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency) http://www.dsireusa.org/library/includes/map2.cfm?CurrentPageID=1&State=CO&RE=1&EE=1
Local Organizations: Green Building
Built Green Colorado: http://www.builtgreen.org
ReSource: http://www.resourceyard.org 
US Green Building Council Colorado Chapter: http://chapters.usgbc.org/colorado/
NATIONAL GREEN-BUILDING FUNDING SOURCES
Department of Energy
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Financial Opportunities 
The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) works to increase the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies. EERE offers financial assistance opportunities for their development and demonstration.

Green Communities (see above)

Funders' Network for Smart Growth and Livable Communities The Funders’ Network for Smart Growth and Livable Communities is a non-partisan, not-for-profit organization that exists to inspire, strengthen and expand philanthropic leadership and funders’ abilities to support organizations working to improve communities through better development decisions and growth policies.

Building Healthy Communities The Home Depot Foundation provides grants to eligible nonprofits, three times a year, under two different programs: the Affordable Housing Built Responsibly Program and the Healthy Community Trees Program.

Green Building Initiative The Foundation’s Green Building Initiative is intended to increase the awareness of sustainable or green building practices among nonprofits and encourage them to consider building green. The Initiative offers educational resources and special grants to help nonprofits.

Funding Opportunities List of public and private sources for grants and other funding opportunities for research and building projects in sustainable design and development, municipal energy financing and other partnership opportunities.

Green Building/Healthy Homes Initiative – Housing Assistance Council
The Housing Assistance Council, a national nonprofit corporation headquartered in Washington, D.C. and founded in 1971, helps local organizations build affordable homes in rural America by providing below-market financing, technical assistance, research, training, and information services. HAC's programs focus on local solutions, empowerment, reduced dependency, and self-help strategies. HAC is an equal opportunity lender. 
Green Building Initiative Planning Grants from Kresge Foundation 
The Kresge Foundation awards planning grants on an ongoing basis for the renovation and historic preservation of existing structures – as well as new green construction. Grants range from $50,000 to $100,000 to support the integrated design process for the following projects:

· Renovation 

· Historic preservation 

· New construction designed to achieve LEED – Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design – certification at the Platinum level from the U.S. Green Building Council 

· New construction designed to meet the Cascadia Region Green Building Council's Living Building Challenge (also endorsed by the U.S. Green Building Council) 

· New construction designed to be net-zero energy efficient (the facility produces as much energy as it consumes each year) 

The Foundation recently announced grant awards totaling nearly $43 million. Visit the Kresge Foundation online for more information on the costs covered by the planning grants, as well as application and eligibility criteria.

FURTHER READING
Benefits of Going Green – Green Communities

http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/green/benefits/
Cost Benefit of LEED in Colorado – USGBC – Colorado

http://www.usgbccolorado.org/resources/documents/CostsBenefitsofLEEDNCinCOMarch2007.pdf
