Community Service Block Grants
Q & A
What can counties and sub-grantees do to facilitate the application process for Community Service Block Grants?
· If making a proposal for funds, respect timelines and get proposals returned by the deadline of June 15. Make sure to gather as much data as you can about the nature of the needs you intend to address. Some counties sub-grant to non-profits and other counties provide direct services. If you are a private service provider, check with your county for specific information about their bidding or RFP process, guidelines and requirements. Proposal narratives should be no more than ten pages.
What are significant differences between the regular Community Service Block Grant program and Community Service Block Grants under the Recovery Act?

· Regular CSBG funding is distributed on a formula basis for services to citizens and families who are at 125% of poverty or less. Under Recovery Act CSBG, the funds are distributed for services to individuals and families who do not exceed 200% of poverty.
· Under regular CSBG ninety percent of funds are allocated by formula to 43 eligible grantees with five percent reserved for administration and another five percent reserved for the Governor’s discretion. Under Recovery Act CSBG there are no administrative or discretionary funds and 99% of funds must pass through to service providers. Recovery Act funds were allocated to 40 counties and regional providers on April 9, 2009. Recovery Act monies will serve 64 Colorado Counties. 

· When applying for regular CSBG funds, eligible grantees apply in January of each year. Application requirements under regular CSBG include a ROMA logic model, budget, and community needs assessment. Under Recovery Act CSBG, the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) is not requiring a second application. Instead, the state will be sending out RFPs on Friday, April 24th. 
Are there any special tips for writing a successful Recovery Act CSBG proposal?

· Proposals should clearly differentiate between the use of Recovery Act CSBG funds and regular CSBG funds. While Recovery Act CSBG can be used to enhance current programs or provide needed services, applicants should be clear about how Recovery Act funds will be used. 

· Proposals should address traditional CSBG areas like employment, education, income management, housing, emergency services, nutrition, self sufficiency, health and any linkages to other programs. In addition, applicants should consider emphasizing employment-related services; short-term and long-term economic needs of individuals, families and communities; and sustaining economic growth. Expected program outcomes will include clear and documented reductions in the rate of poverty.
Will DOLA provide any training or technical assistance to counties or their sub-grantees? 
· DOLA will provide Training and Technical Assistance for applicants to help interpret CSBG requirements under the Recovery Act. Specific training times and locations have yet to be determined, but will be held between May 13 and May 24. Look for training and technical assistance updates on DOLA’s website.
